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before he sailed; apparently Cosmopolitan entertained serious
doubts about the forty-five-foot boat ever reaching another
port.

By October i, the date on which he had planned to cast
off, he had $15,000 in the Snark, and it was only half-
finished. He had poured into it the $2000 from Everybody's
magazine for the serialisation of Before Adam, the $2000
from Cosmopolitan, the $2000 from the Woman's Home
Companion which it had agreed to advance him against
articles on the domestic life of the aborigines, and at least
another $2000 earned by the batch of Alaskan tales, but he
found that if he wanted to continue work on the boat he
would have to borrow against the house he had bought
for Flora. And at last he perceived that Roscoe Eames was
a tragic error. Eames was quarrelsome and could get little
work out of his men; he was inefficient, the workmen were
duplicating their efforts; he was so garrulous and chaotic-
minded that he was paying three prices for gear, buying
materials for which he had no use, giving cheques for equip-
ment no one bothered to deliver. Uncompromising in his
demands upon himself that he master any field of knowledge
or endeavour before he wrote about it, Jack had not thought
to make such demands of the people he employed, accepting
them on their self-evaluation.

To complicate matters further, Cosmopolitan, which had
had to be bludgeoned for a $1000 advance, ran full-page
advertisements that they were sending Jack London around
the world in the Snark to write stories for them. " Every-
where prices have been raised, and stuck into me, and broken
off, all upon the understanding that I wasn't spending my
own money, but the money of a rich magazine."

In addition to this false advertising, which hurt Jack
doubly because it put his voyage in a different light, making
him look like an employee rather than an adventurer,
Cosmopolitan also mutilated his first article about the Snark.
Jack was never in better form than when he was writing
angry letters to people whom he felt had taken advantage
of him. "You're treating me scurvily. This is the first